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You should keep this booklet safe in your homework project folder. 
 
You should attempt as many of the tasks as you can.  
This work represents up to 15 hours of study over a period of three weeks. 
The work can be word processed or hand written. You can cut out some of the tasks, 
such as diagrams and charts, in order to include them in your project work. 
Remember to ask your Geography teacher if there is anything that you don’t 
understand. 
 
 
 



How can we solve the problem of Poverty? 
 

Section 1           What is the POVERTY Problem? 
 
Read the extract below (or get someone to read this to you) 
It tells the story of a teenager, who runs away from home and 
he ends up homeless …… 
 
 
‘If you think sleeping rough’s just a matter of finding 
a dry spot where the fuzz won’t move you on and 
getting your head down, you’re wrong. Not your fault 
of course – if you’ve never tried it you’ve no way of 
knowing what it’s like, so what I thought I’d do was 
sort of talk you through a typical night… 
So you pick your spot. Wherever it is (unless you’re 
in a squat or a derelict house or something) it’s 
going to have a floor of stone, tile, concrete or brick. 
In other words, it’s going to be hard and cold. It 
might be a bit cramped too – shop doorways often 
are. And remember, if it’s winter you’re going to be 
half frozen before you even start. Anyway you’ve got 
your place, and if you’re lucky enough to have a 
sleeping bag you unroll it and get in. Settled for the 
night? Well maybe, maybe not… 
…You could be peed on by a drunk or a dog. 
Happens all the time – one man’s bedroom is 
another man’s lavatory. You might be spotted by a 
gang of lager louts on the lookout for someone to 
harm. That happens all the time too, and if they get 
carried away you can end up dead. There are the 
guys who like young boys, who think because you’re 
a dosser you’ll do anything for dosh, and there’s the 
psycho who’ll knife you in the back for your pack. 
So, you lie listening. You bet you do. Footsteps. 
Voices. Breathing, even. Doesn’t help you sleep. 
Then there’s the bruises. What bruises? Try lying on 
a stone floor for half an hour. Just half an hour. You 
can choose any position you fancy, and you can 
change position as often as you like. You won’t find 
it comfy, I can tell you. You won’t sleep unless 
you’re dead drunk or zonked on downers. And if you 
are, and do, you’re going to wake up with bruises on 
hips, shoulders, elbows, ankles and knees – 
especially if you’re a bit thin from not eating properly. 
And if you do that for six hours a night for six nights 
you’ll feel like you fell out of a train. Try sleeping on 
concrete then. 

 
And don’t forget the cold. If you’ve ever tried 
dropping off to sleep with cold feet, even in bed, 
you’ll know it’s impossible. You’ve got to warm up 
those feet, or lie awake. And in January, in a 
doorway, in wet trainers, it can be quite a struggle. 
And if you manage it, chances are you’ll need to 
get up for a pee, and then it starts all over again. 
And those are only some of the hassles. I haven’t 
mentioned stomach cramps from hunger, 
headaches from the flu, toothaches, fleas and lice. 
I haven’t talked about homesickness, depression 
or despair… how it feels to know you’re a social 
outcast in fact, a non-person to whom every 
ordinary activity is closed.  
So. You lie on your bruises, listening. Trying to 
warm your feet. You curl up on your side and your 
hip hurts, so you stretch out on your back so your 
feet stay cold and the concrete hurts your heels. 
You force yourself to lie still for a bit, thinking that’ll 
help you drop off, but it doesn’t. Your pack feels 
like a rock under your head and your nose is cold. 
Can you stop listening now, or could someone still 
come? Distant chimes. You strain your ears, 
counting. One o’clock? It can’t be only one o’clock, 
surely? I’ve been here for hours. Did I miss a 
chime? 
…Chimes again. Quarter past. Quarter past one? I 
don’t believe it. And so it goes on, hour after hour. 
Now and then you doze a bit, but only a bit. You’re 
so cold, so frightened and it hurts so much that 
you end up praying for morning even though 
you’re so dog-tired – even though tomorrow is 
certain to be every bit as grim as yesterday. 
And the worst part is knowing you haven’t 
deserved any of it.’ 

Adapted from Stone Cold by Robert Swindells 
(Hamish Hamilton, 1993). 

 
 

TASK 1: Write a list of different points of view that people have about young 
people who sleep rough. 
 

TASK 2: What is your attitude towards the teenager in this story? Give reasons 
.  

Everyone has a need for education, health care etc. 
 
TASK 3: In this country, most people have basic things like food, clean water, and 
a home. What do you think we should do about those people who don’t have them? 



 
 

Section 2 
 

POVERTY IN AFRICA
 
In this section you will learn about how families in a poor country can be helped to 
get out of poverty 
 
Malawi: The Poverty Cycle 
 
When poor families become trapped in poverty for generations. because they have 
no access to important services, such as education and money, their children and 
their grand-children remain poor for generations. 
 
Malawi is a poor country in Africa. Find where it is using an atlas or visit 
www.geography.about.com. 
 
TASK 2: Produce a description or fact-file with at least 10 facts about Malawi. 
 
TASK 3  Solving the Cycle of poverty in Malawi 
 
Read about one idea that has worked well for poor people who live off the land in Malawi  
 
‘The Loan a Cow Scheme’ 
 

 



 
 
 
TASK 4: Cut out the diagram below and stick it into your project. 
 
Complete the diagram by adding the labels to show how the ‘Loan a Cow Scheme’ works: 
 

1) A steady income from the milk 
2) Family is given a cow from the loan scheme 
3) Money to clothe the family 
4) Improved diet for family from crops and milk 
5) Female calves are returned to the scheme so another family can benefit  
6) A family in need 
7) Milk sold at the market 
8) Enough money to buy food if crops fail 
9) Cow produces milk and manure which is good for the crops and soil fertility 
10) Can now afford pens, paper and school uniforms so children can go to school 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SECTION 3: 
 

CYCLONE DISASTER IN BANGLADESH 
 
Read the text below to learn about cyclones 
 

Information on cyclones in Bangladesh 
A cyclone is one of a tropical storm (also called hurricanes, typhoons, or whirlwinds) that 
develop over warm tropical oceans and have sustained winds of 74 miles per hour.  
Not only are the winds dangerous but they blow on the water from the sea, creating the 
problem called a storm surge and huge waves. Water can rise as high as thirty feet and 
floods can occur up to 30 miles inland. Cyclones destroy people's livelihoods. In 1991, 1 
million cattle were killed and 380,000 hectares of crops were destroyed.  Most people in 
Bangladesh live in houses that are strong enough to survive the floods. 
 
Dealing with Disasters: When Disaster strikes 
 
TASK:Imagine that you are in charge of the relief operation in Bangladesh and you have 
just arrived at the scene of the flood disaster. Below are some decisions. Decide whether 
they are right or wrong and TICK THE BOX 
 
1: Immediately you receive the news of the disaster, you send out an urgent appeal for 
doctors, nurses, and other medical staff.   [    ] Right      [   ] Wrong 
 
2: Through the press and TV, you ask people in Britain not to collect and send medicines, 
clothing and equipment.     [   ] Right       [   ] Wrong 
 
3: The top priority must be gathering and disposing of dead bodies, because there is a 
danger that they will cause infectious diseases.            [   ] Right       [   ] Wrong 
 
4: It is best to house people as close as possible to their own homes, rather than in 
resettlement camps.      [   ] Right [   ] Wrong 
 
5: Food is a top priority after a major disaster, otherwise people will starve. 

 [   ] Right [   ] Wrong 
 
6: When there are limited food supplies, the young and the old should be given food first. 

 [   ] Right [   ] Wrong 
 
7: When disaster strikes the people who live in the area should take care of their own 
family and belongings first.       [   ] Right [   ] Wrong 
 
8: You ask the police and the army to guard homes, shops, and factories. This will stop 
people from stealing things while the owners are not there.     [   ] Right [   ] Wrong 
 
9: Even weeks after the disaster you must expect things to be far from back to normal. 
Most services will not be running properly.                     [   ] Right [   ] Wrong 
 

 
TASK: Design a poster on the 3 most important things that need to 
be done when a disaster strikes a poor country. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Dealing with Disasters 
 

 

 
 
 
 A cyclone 

shelter in 
Bangladesh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This cyclone shelter was built in 1992. It is used by people who live within 
about five kilometres of here. It is open to anyone who wishes to come.  
As you can see, this shelter is definitely the strongest building in the area! It 
is made from solid concrete and its foundations are 11 feet deep. The rooms 
upstairs rest on strong concrete pillars. Sometimes in a cyclone there are 
huge waves of water. In this shelter, the water rushes underneath the 
building and people stay protected above.  
The shelter is shaped like two sides of a triangle, facing into the wind. To 
come in everybody climbs the staircase at the back. It's slightly more 
sheltered from the wind there. Railings help people climb if winds are very 
strong.  
Upstairs there are two large rooms -- one for men, and another for women 
and children. There are bars on the windows, and metal shutters, but no 
glass in case it breaks. There is a water supply and toilets, but these are 
downstairs. Last year the cyclone shelter was used three times when there 
were cyclone alerts -- once in May, and twice in November. Luckily these 
cyclones did not actually strike this area. The last to actually hit was on 29th 
April 1995. Seven hundred people sheltered here. They started to arrive at 
about 5pm and the cyclone hit at 10pm. It was at its most serious at 1am 
and people started to go home the next morning. Only the older, or injured 
people stayed on. Because people knew about this shelter and could take 
refuge here, only 12 people in the area died during that cyclone.  
When the cyclone shelter is not being used to provide safety, it is used for 
other purposes. Some are used as schools. This shelter is used as a public 
space where marriage ceremonies can be conducted, or disputes settled. It 
is also used as a vaccination centre for children."   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A cyclone shelter in Bangladesh The picture on the previous page 
shows a cyclone shelter in Bangladesh. It has a number of special features.  Fill in 
the boxes below.  
 

 

Special feature: Reasons why the shelter might be built 
like this:  
 

 
Shelter built on concrete pillars  
 

 

 
Windows have no glass and are 
covered with bars and metal shutters 

 

 
The stairs are at the back of the 
building, with railings to hold on to 

 

 
The building is triangular in shape 
 

  

TASK: Design a leaflet to show how important the shelter is to the people’s safety 
when a cyclone strikes their village. 
 

EXTENSION TASK: 
 
Find out how richer countries like the UK and the United States help poor countries that are 
suffering hunger and famine. 
 
Present a report on one side of A4 
 

Extended Learning Project: Assessment 
 
Pupil Self-Assessment: 
 
What did you enjoy the most and why? ……………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………….. 
 
What do you think you have learnt? ……………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
What did you find difficult and why? ……………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………….. 

 
Teacher Assessment:  
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………. 
 

Your Target:…..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



 
 

 

 


